
Sesquicentennial
Commemoration of the 150th anniversary of 

Emancipation of enslaved people in Maryland 



Emancipation in Maryland
● Emancipation Proclamation
● November 1, 1864

○ Harsh Conditions
○ Evictions
○ Convict Leasing/Long Term Apprenticeships

● Commemoration 



Landscape of Emancipation
International 

❖ France (1794)
❖ Mexico (1829)
❖ United Kingdom (1833)
❖ Denmark (1848)
❖ France (1848)
❖ Puerto Rico (1873)
❖ Cuba (1886)
❖ Brazil (1888)

National
❖ New York (1827)
❖ Pennsylvania (1847)
❖ Washington, DC (1862)
❖ Emancipation 

Proclamation (1863)
❖ Maryland (1864)
❖ Thirteenth Amendment 

(1865)



The Vote
❖ Popular Vote
❖ Soldiers Vote

➢ Absentee 
Ballot

30, 174 in favor
29, 799 against
Won by 375



Article 24
“That hereafter, in this state, there shall be 
neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except in punishment of crimes; whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted: and all 
persons held to service or labor as slaves are 
hereby declared free.”



Emancipation Celebrations
❖ John Chapman, 

Baltimore 
Celebration

❖ Philadelphia
❖ Uncle Nace’s Day, 

1867
❖ Laurel, MD
❖ Annapolis Junction



Annapolis 1864
● Organized to Commemorate 150th 

Anniversary
● Ten Commissioners
● Two Fundraisers

○ Overheard
○ Belvoir 

● Week of Events



Overheard



Belvoir



Civil War Encampment



Emancipation Lecture



Four Women of Annapolis



Quilt Unveiling



Awards Gala


